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Review is being completed in groups of related sectors.  First group under review:
44-45 Retail Trade

72 Accommodations and Food Services

81 Other Services

Next group includes sector 54 Professional, Scientific and Technical Services.

REVIEW PROCESS:

Step 1: SBA develops proposed rule(s) of sector(s) under review.
Step 2: OMB reviews proposed rule(s).

Step 3: OMB approves rule(s).

Step 4: SBA releases proposed rule(s) for industry comments (typically 30-60 day comment period).

Step 5: SBA reviews comments.

Step 6: SBA develops and publishes final rule(s) for the sectors in group.
Status of first group:

Under OMB review.

Tentatively set to publish proposed rule(s) for comment by end of year or early 2009.

Status of second group:

SBA is developing proposed rules.
Targeted date for public comments Spring 2009.

Estimated date for final rules Fall 2009.

Ways to keep up with small business size standards rules:

1. www.regulations.gov  Search for rules published by SBA.

2. www.sba.gov/size  SBA posts rules.  “What’s New” link.

3. Federal Register (must know date of publication)

Where to submit comments:

1. www.regulations.gov  On-line posting of comments from industry once rules are published for public comment.  On-line method is preferred; however they will accept mailed comments.

2. During proposed rule development stage, comments may be provided via

a. Email to Gary Jackson gary.jackson@sba.gov
b. www.sba.gov/size (size standards website) Staff will review.
How to provide comments:

1. If you agree or disagree with proposed rule, state reason(s) you take that position.

2. Indicate how your idea is better.

3. Describe the impact on small businesses.

4. Statements should be clear; do not need to be extensive.

5. Review proposed rule changes of first group to determine SBA general approach.

HEADS UP:  Comments regarding 54 Professional, Scientific and Technical Services should be submitted by end of January to impact the development of proposed rules.  Otherwise, comments may be provided when proposed rules are published for comments.
